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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 
Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [12.57 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge the relentless and dedicated efforts of the 
Moora community to save the Moora Residential College, the 50-bed residential facility for students attending 
Central Midlands Senior High School in Moora. Announcing the closure of the college on 13 December last year, 
the Minister for Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery, claimed the Moora facility was underutilised and 
suggested students could attend the new Yanchep Secondary College. For the past decade the average occupancy 
rate at Moora’s college has been 70 per cent, and it should be noted that Yanchep Secondary College is 
158 kilometres from Moora and substantially further from Dalwallinu and Eneabba, which are typical hometowns 
of the college students. Immediately following the December announcement, the Moora community sprang into 
action. It recognised the long-term social and economic impact this closure would have on the wider district. 
School holidays and the Christmas break were dedicated to a relentless campaign that saw volunteers devote hours 
to highlight the real issues at stake. Tracey Errington, president of the school’s parents and citizens association, 
deserves a special mention. Tracey has done an enormous amount of work as a campaign leader, supported by the 
Shire of Moora and the wider community. Tracey has literally left no stone unturned. Likewise, local business 
operator Julie Walsh has devoted hours to this campaign, as has the school board chair, Melissa Cameron. Losing 
students from the closure of Moora Residential College will decimate the Central Midlands Senior High School, 
dumbing down educational opportunities in this district. Moora shire, the community, business owners and parents 
are fiercely passionate. They are doing it for generations of children yet to come through the high school. They 
believe vehemently in that most basic of rights—access to education. 
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